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What is claimed is: 

1. A method for preventing apoptosis in vitro, induced in a cell by an 
apoptotic component other than Herpes simplex virus ribonucleotide reductase 
without the N-terminal 357 amino acids thereof, which comprises the step of 
submitting said cell to an anti-apoptotic treatment with an anti-apoptotic 
agent comprising Rl subunit of Herpes simplex virus ribonucleotide reductase 
enzyme or a nucleic acid encoding said enzyme. 

2. A method as defined in claim 1, which further comprises the step of 
co-administering another anti-apoptotic agent. 

3. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said anti-apoptotic treatment 
comprises achieving in said cell a concentration of about 0.005% Rl subunit of 
Herpes simplex virus ribonucleotide reductase enzyme with regard to the amount 
of total cellular proteins. 

4. A method as defined in claim 1, wherein said apoptotic component involves 
TNF-. alpha., Fas or Caspase 8 activation in said cell. 
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